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‘Oh brother . . . here comes
the Un i t ed  Fund so l i c i t o r .
There must be some way I can
duck  ’ em.  Haven ’ t  I got
enough troubles as it is? Now

Boy Scouts  and Girl Scouts ,
the YM and YWCA’s . . . .  And
there  are many other  agen-
cies (too may to outline here)
wh ich  g ive  a va r i e ty  of
needed  se rv i ces ,  and which
are supported by your dollars
to the United Fund.

The Alton-Wood River Un-
i t edFund i soneo f  many
“local”  United Funds across
the country that is supported
by and works for its local peo-
ple. Don’t think it’s just Alton
and Wood R ive r  t ha t  a r e
served  by this United Fund,
though.  From Kampsvi l le  to
Ca r l i nv i l l e ,  and  f rom
Alhambra to Har t ford ,  your
Alton-Wood River Area Un-
ited Fund is working  for you.
Other areas are supported by
other United Way agenc ie s ,
and you can des igna t e  your
con t r ibu t ion  to go to any of
them.

In the “olden days,” when a
f r iend  or neighbor  needed a
helping hand, people didn’t sit
around or turn the other way,
they pi tched right in. Now, it
seems we all wait around for
the government to step in.

But, for va r ious  r ea sons ,
the government  can’t always
l end  he lp  as qu i ck ly  as

needed.  Think of the United
Way as a return to the past, if
you will . . . people s t epp ing
in to help people,  until other
assistance can come along.

they  wan t  me to g ive  my
money away. Oh well, maybe
if I give him a couple  bucks
he’ll get off my back.’

Is this you? Is this the way
you feel about the United Way
. . . just a nu i sance  that you
have to put up with . . .  to get
away from at the least possi-
ble cost? Do you feel the Un-
ited Way is only there to take
care  of the ‘poor folks’  and
someone  l ike  you or your
neighbors  wouldn’t  ever be-
nefit from it?

There are a lot of people in
this area who can tell you per-
sonally that they benefited di-
rectly from such United Way
organizations as the Alton and
Gra f ton  Vo lun tee r
Emergency Corps, the Salva-
tion Army, the Red Cross, and
others,  when the devastating
floods hit a couple years ago.

But it isn’t just when disas-
ter or hardship  hits a family
that United Way agencies are
at work.  Take for i n s t ance
the Boys Club of Bethalto, the

40

30

The Wood River Ref inery
United Way Campaign is well
underway, but not over. If you
have yet to con t r ibu t e  your
fair  sha re ,  con tac t  your
so l ic i tor  or superv i so r  and
a r range  for e i the r  a cash
cont r ibut ion  or a pa in le s s
payroll deduction.

The United Way is people
helping people . . . and thanks
to you, it’s working.
UP-UP and AWAY. Smiles re-
flect a nearing of the United
Fund goal. From left: Don Hunt,
carpenter; Spud Spurlock, En-
gineering Services manager
(co-chairman for the drive);
Jackie Ball, senior clerk in
Treasury, and; Carol Oldham
stenographer in Research.
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E.B. Gillis is one of a kind at Research Lab
Elmer “E. B.” Gillis is a man

who came to Wood River for a
visit and ended up staying 45
years .  E. B., a research  fore-
man, ce lebra ted  his 45th an-
n ive r sa ry  at Wood River  in
October.

E. B. s a id ,  “I g rew up in
Oak land ,  I l l i no i s ,  about  50
miles south of Champaign.  I
had p l anned  to enro l l  at the
University  of Illinois the fall
term of 1929, but before going
off to school, decided to visit
some high school buddies who
had gotten jobs in this area.

“During my visit they con-
vinced me I’d rather stay here
and get a good job than go off
to col lege  alone. I appl ied  at

Shell but couldn’t get on right
away  so took a job at the
Wes te rn .  Af t e r  abou t  six
weeks,  Shell called me and I
jumped at the chance.

“My f i r s t  day with Shel l
was Oc tobe r  25, 1929. That
Tuesday,  Oc tobe r  29th ,  the
stock marke t  c r a shed !  I re-
fuse to take any of the blame
for it, though.”

One of a kind
Elmer started in the Refin-

ery Lab as a sample  ca r r ie r
and has been in lab work his
entire Shell career - although
most  of it has been at Re-
sea rch .  He spent  time in the
Ref ine ry  Con t ro l  Lab, the
Lube Lab, and the Motor Lab

before transferring to the Re-
search Lab in 1941. E. B. is the
only employee  of the Wood
River Research Laboratory to
have  r eached  the 45 yea r
mark ... and will be the only
one as the laboratory  is con-
sol idat ing  with the Hous ton
Research Complex in 1975.

He is Wood River’s resident
expert on knock test methods
using ASTM (American Soci-
ety of Testing Methods) stan-
dards.  He explained,  ’’the idea
of s tandards  is to a s su re  the
same r e su l t s  of tes t s  under
the same conditions - even if
the tests are run in labs at op-
posite ends of the country.”

E. B. has represen ted  this

lab for 26 years in the ASTM’s
Great Lakes Regional Group.
The group includes represen-
t a t i ve s  f rom compan ie s  in
this area performing quality
control tests.  He said, “I also
co r r e l a t e  a p rog ram  which
mainta ins  prec is ion  t e s t ing
methods in all of Shell’s qual-
ity control labs. That’s 18 labs
from coast to coast, and from
Texas to Canada.  It’s impor-
tant to be cons i s t en t  in your
testing.  Otherwise there’s no
value to them.”

Duck hunters?
There have been more than

a few changes  made in and

(continued on page 4)

E.B. Gillis
Research Lab

‘Watered down’ safety suggestion a winner
Dave Hays  made a “wa-

tered down” safe ty  sugges-
tion, and it was accepted.

Dave is a garage mechanic
2nd now, but when he f i r s t
came up with his suggest ion
he was an operator  helper in
Aromatics. And in Aromatics
today stands Dave’s contribu-
tion to r e f ine ry  s a f e ty  -- a
water  de luge  sys t em at the
DHT (Dis t i l la te  Hydro t rea -
ter) truck rack.

At the truck rack, benzene
and o the r  chemica l s  a re
t r ans fe r r ed  from t rucks  to
ad j acen t  t ankage .  At Dave
Hays’ suggestion,  sprinklers
have been installed above the
pad so if a fire occurs it can be
quickly doused with the large
quan t i t i e s  of wa te r  the
sprinklers provide.

The sprinkler  sys tem runs
on fire line pressure.  Accord-
ing to Bob Brannan ,  s en io r

safety inspector  for the Hyd-
roprocessing  area,  there are
30 separa te  nozzles  pu t t i ng
out 50 ga l lons  of wa te r  per
minu te .  Bob said, “Tha t ’ s  a
total of 1500 gal lons  per mi-
nute. Their spray more than
cove r s  the  a r ea  of a t ank
t ruck ,  and is de s igned  not
only to put out any f ire  that
may occur at the truck rack,
but also to keep adjacent pro-
duct lines cool.”

Al so  speak ing  fo r  the
Safety Department,  security
supervisor,  Jim Grizzle, said,
“We’ve  neve r  had a f i re  at
t ha t  l oca t i on ,  but  t h i s  is
ano the r  example  of money
spent  i n s t a l l i ng  equ ipmen t
which we hope we never use.
Even so, from a safety stand-
point it’s darn good to have
around, and a good addition to
the work unit. Dave Hays is to
be congratulated for his fine
suggestion.”

1500 GALLONS PER MINUTE is the output of the sprinkler
system. Dave Hays (left) and Bob Brannan watch a% the
water quickly deluges the area. Dave suggested installa-
tion of the sprinkler system. Bob is the senior safety in-
spector for the Hydroprocessing area.

A QUICK TWIST of the valve by
Elouise Whitlock, operator helper,
Aromatics-East, starts the heavy
spray at the DHT truck rack several
yards away.



Auto accident

Donna Yates blankets the situation
a machinist foreman. Years
ago he took a first aid course
through the refinery and in it
he learned the importance of
being ready for emergencies.
He impressed this upon me,
and ever since I always carry
these things in the car with
me.”

After having one motorist
go after an ambulance and en-
l is t ing the help of another ,
Donna took her kit and blank-
ets down to the crumpled car
in the ditch.

Suffering from shock
Donna said, “The younger

one only had a cut on his
forehead and was doing OK,
but his f a the r - in - l aw  had
broken his wrist. He was lying
on the ground beside the car.

“A broken wrist isn’t that
bad of an injury, but from my
first aid training I could see he
was going into shock. Shock
can be very serious  - if left
unt rea ted  a person can die
from it, even though his phys-
ical in jur ies  aren’t all that
bad.”

She con t inued ,  “Even
though it was a warm morn-
ing, he was getting chills and
was very anxious  and dis-
oriented. He thought his wife
was in the car and was wor-
ried that she was hurt real
bad. His son-in-law reminded
him that his wife hadn’t gone
to work with them as usual,
but had been sick at home for
several  weeks. He wouldn’t
believe us; it was all we could
do to keep him lying down and

calm.”
Ambulance arrives

Donna said, “We s tayed
with him until the ambulance
came. We just talked - talked -
talked to keep his mind off his
wor r i e s .  It s eemed  l ike
forever until the ambulance
came. Matter of fact, it took
something like 55 minutes!
That seems like an awful long
time to come the eight miles
or so from Staunton.

“Anyway it all turned out
fine. I’m glad his i n ju r i e s
weren’t worse, and I’m glad I
had the blankets  and other
equipment to help.”

No doubt the two injured
men are also g ra t e fu l  that
Donna  Ya te s  had the
foresight to be prepared and
the compassion to lend a big
helping hand when needed.

“I was d r iv ing  down the
road on the way to work and I
saw this man climbing out of a
deep ditch next to the road ...
his face was cove red  with
blood.”

Donna Yates, senior clerk
in Purchasing, was about an
hour late for work September
12, but you might say she had
a very good reason.  Donna
was the f irst  person on the
scene of an accident and she
stayed with the two injured
persons administering first
aid until an ambulance could
be summoned.

As it turned out, the injuries
weren’t serious, but had she
not been level headed and
well prepared to give first aid,
they could have been.

Donna said, “A young man
and his father- in-law were
driving home from the mid-
night shift at an Alton factory
and they both fell asleep, end-
ing up in the ditch. Ironically,
the young man was driving
because his father-in-law al-
ways had t roub le  s t ay ing
awake on the way home after
midnights.”

Always prepared
Luckily for the two men,

Donna is a lways  well pre-
pared for emergencies. In ad-
dition to having taken a first
aid course,  Donna carries  a
first aid kit and blankets  in
her car.

She said, “My father,  Red
Schwab, worked here at the
refinery for 35 years. He was

DONNA YATES is as adept at handling “emergencies” on her job
at Purchasing as she is on the highway. Her first aid preparation
and quick thinking proved valuable recently when she was first on
the scene at an auto accident on her way to work.

Sports and shorts
Mark your calendar
Dates have been set for two of the traditional winter events, so mark your calendars. CHRIST-
MAS PARTY. The annual Christmas Party for kids of all ages will be held at the East
Alton/Wood River High School on Tuesday, December 17. WINNERS BANQUET. Winners in
SRA sports and club activities for the past year will be invited to dinner and trophy presenta-
tions to be held at the Edwardsville American Legion Post on Thursday, December 5.

Photo of note
Joel Harmon, chemist in the Refinery Lab, has been notified he is an honorable mention winner
in the Shell News Photograph Contest for 1974. His photo, titled “Just like daddy,” is a close-up
of Joel’s 18-month-old son, asleep wearing dad’s motorcycle helmet.

The bloomin’ winner
Dean Van Bebber, operator 1 in Dispatching, has achieved his
traditional success again this year in Dahlia-show competition.
In two St. Louis shows, Van walked away with 21 first-place rib-
bons, 21 second, and 12 third. Of the 75 blooms he took to these
shows, 54 won prizes. Three of his blooms won special recogni-
tion: in each show he had the second most perfect/beautiful
A-size bloom (the biggies). At the Shaw’s Garden Show, Van had
the largest bloom in the show (over 4,000 blooms were entered).
It measured 13 inches across, and was 8 inches deep.

More aces

You mean you ve
been working here too?

were talking. I asked one of
those ‘what ever happened to
so-and-so questions . . .  in this
case the so-and-so was Wil-
son.

“He said, ‘didn’t you know?
He’s been working at Shell for
years?’ I asked around until I
found someone here at Shell
who knew Wilson. Gateman
Vazzi was the one, and he
helped get us together.’’

Wilson concluded, “Isn’t
that someth ing?  All those
years we were so close to each
other but didn’t know it, and
then it took someone  from
California to tell us. Makes
you wonder, doesn’t it, about
who might be around the next
corner ,  and whether  or not
you even decide to go around
that corner . . . .”

Wilson Clardy is a valve re-
pairer 1 who has been work-
ing at the Wood River Refin-
ery for over thi r ty  years --
since June, 1943, to be exact.
Carson Richards  has been
driving  a truck for McLain
Trucking Company for thirty
years — often with pick-ups
inside the ref inery.  He has
been working for McLain as a
full time spotter  at the PLW
(Packaged  Lubr i can t s
Warehouse) since last March.

In all those years, these two
men never ran into each other
didn’t even know if the other
was alive in fact. Now, what
with the size of the refinery,
and the number  of people
working here, and the fact
their work places are so far
apart, that wouldn’t be so un-
usual.

Except . . . Wilson Clardy
and Carson Richards grew up
on neighboring farms near
Greenfield, Illinois, and were
the very best of f r iends  all
through school.

Wilson said, “Yes, we were
real ly good f r i ends  for all
those years, but I guess when
we got out of school, we just
sorta drifted apart. I think the
last time I saw Carson was
about 1935 . . . until a couple
weeks ago.”

How did these two ‘ships’
that kept ‘passing in the night’
for thirty years get together?
Carson explained, “It was one
of those round-about ways. At
a family funeral, an old friend
now living in California and I
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Dean Van Bebber  and his
bloomers

Two Shell-sons, both on the Roxana High School golf team, scored holes-in-one in fall competi-
tion. Ken Webb, son of Dick Webb, senior engineer in Engineering Office, made his ace on the
167-yard eighth hold at the Scott Air Base course. Jon Leininger, son of Phil Leininger, process
manager Alkylation, made his hole-in-one on the 150-yard 12th hole at Belk Park.

Refinery golf champs
Technological defeated Cat Cracking in an 18-hole playoff to capture the refinery team champ-
ionship. The two teams gained the playoffs by being their respective league champs. Tech in
the Super Shell League, and Cat Cracking in the Premium League.

Ruffing it
Ray Robinson, design draftsman in Engineering Office, and his wife Juanita were successful
bidders for the memorial cup. They won the annual duplicate bridge tournament for Wood
River bridge enthusiasts, and so the Martha Kimmel memorial traveling trophy will grace
their home for the next year.

Something fishy
The final quarter of this year’s fishing contest has ended. Category winners for the quarter are :
Bass: Ben Koch, operations foreman in Lube. Crappie: Andy Corsere, tinner 1. Blue Gill: Clay
Romani, operations foreman in Dispatching.

Biggest fish stories
Grand prize winners in the 1974 SRA fishing con-
test have been named. They are: Bass: 7 pounds,
10 Vi ounces, caught by Ben Koch. Crappie: 2
pounds, 4 ounces,  caught by Jim Eppers,  truck
driver. Blue Gill: 14 ounces, caught by Joe How-
ard, gate captain.

A couple quacks
Pipefitter  1 Tom Schilling is probably the best
quacker  in this area. One of his most recent
triumphs was at the third annual National Hunting
and Fishing Day at Nilo Farms. It was a family af-
fair, though, as Tom’s son Matt took the third place
prize in the junior division. Tom has won so many
local duck calling contests, his opponents want to
get rid of him by promoting him to judge. Sounds
like he deserves it.

J
Tom Schilling quacks to the judges behind the
blind

(Photo by Ron Hempel of the Alton Telegraph)

LONG TIME NO SEE. Carson
Richards (left) and Wilson
Clardy meet again at refinery
after over 35 years.



Phil Lamm is always ready to take a dive
hours, 40 minutes); longest by
an individual (15 hours);  and
the longest total game includ-
ing subs t i tu te  p layers  (62 ¥2
hours).  Phil says the Guinness
Book of World Records  has
contacted them and indicated
the i r  fea t  will be duly re-
corded  in an upcoming  edi-
tion.

As can be imag ined ,  the
game was not p l ayed  with
your s tandard  off-the-shelf
Monopoly set. The laminated,
weighted and magentized set
was made especia l ly  by the
manufacturer for “nuts” try-
ing to set world records  like
this. The whole thing weighs
42 pounds ,  compared  to the
normal “pa r lo r”  ve r s ion  of
about two pounds.

Of the whole expe r i ence ,
Phil said, “It was crazy, but a
whole lot of fun. When we got
out of the water we all looked
l ike  p runes !  Whi le  it was
going on we were like a bunch
of a s t ronau t s  -- d r ink ing
Kool-Aid t h rough  squeeze
bo t t l e s  and even ea t ing  hot
dogs inc lud ing  the buns, by
pushing them directly from a
wa te r - t i gh t  bag in to  our
mouths without getting them
wet.”

Instructor
Phil first became interested

in scuba diving in 1969 when
fr iends  talked him into join-
ing them in a diving class. “I
liked it t r emendous ly  r ight
away,” he said. “So much so I
decided to go on and instruct
others.

“As much as I enjoy all as-
pects of scuba diving,  I think

Phil Lamm, bo i l e rmake r
helper,  has perpe tua l  “rap-
ture of the deep.” Well, not in
the scientific sense: nitrogen
na rcos i s .  But r a the r  in the
sense  tha t  he r ea l l y  d igs
scuba d iv ing,  and given the
chance ,  would dive or talk
about diving all the time.

Summer or winter,  most of
Phil’s leisure time is involved
in d iv ing  in one fo rm or
another.  He was part owner of
the East Side Divers Supply in
Granite  City; is active in the
Bubble Masters  Club of Gra-
nite City (as well as the Mid-
west Dive Council, which di-
rects activit ies  of clubs in Il-
l inois ,  Mi s sou r i ,  A rkansas
and Kansas);  is a member  of
his club’s underwater recov-
ery t eam;  and he t e aches
scuba  d iv ing  t h rough  the
YMCA. He even holds a uni-
que world’s record in under-
water antics.

Underwater Monopoly
Some peop le  have been

known to sit poolside in the
summer  and get into some
sp i r i t ed  ca rd  or even
Monopoly games.  But pool-
side games are too tame for
Phil Lamm and his friends, so
last year they decided to stage
a Monopo ly  game  on the
bottom of the pool.

The whole thing was staged
at the Gran i t e  City YMCA,
and when it was all over, Phil
and his f r i ends  swam away
with three spec t acu l a r  (al-
though not widely cove ted)
world records .  The records :
longest non-stop underwater
game for  four  p l aye r s  (12

the par t  that  g ives  me the
most satisfaction is teaching
others  how to be good — and
safe - divers.”

He knows his business too.
So much so that he was re-
cently elected vice-president
of t r a in ing  for the Midwest
Counc i l .  Phi l  says  that  in
order to be an accomplished
diver  one must unde r s t and
not on ly  wha t  phys i ca l
changes  may take place in
them unde rwa te r ,  but also
why. He sa id ,  “If an indi-
v idua l  l e a rns  to r ecogn ize
symptoms  and unde r s t ands
what is b iological ly  t ak ing
place, he is in a better position
to do the safe thing - come to
the su r f ace  s lowly ,  for in-
stance.”

Martini s Law
If you want to hear all the

sc i en t i f i c  t e rms  about  the
changes  that take place in a
submerged human body, Phil
can provide them. He can also
put them in more plain lan-
guage .  For i n s t ance :  “Nit-
rogen narcosis  or ‘rapture  of
the deep’ happens to different
people at different  depths ...
135 feet is about average.  It’s
similar to having too much to
drink.

“You lose coordination, be-
come dizzy and d i so r i en ted
and have tunne l  v i s ion .  We
also call it ‘Martini’s Law.’ For
about  eve ry  50 feet  you go
down it’s like having one mar-
t in i .  If you go too far  you
eventually black out. On land,
b l ack ing  out’s bad enough ,
but underwater  it’s likely to
be fatal.”

CAREFUL PREPARATION is most important in safe scuba diving.
Here Phil Lamm instructs his class in the proper application of
their gear.

rarely go below that. Besides,
it’s too dark and cold down
there.”

Diving is safer
What’s the deepes t  you’ve

ever gone? “I went to 180 feet
searching for a drowning vic-
tim at Bull Shoals once, but
gave up. There was no indica-
tion I was even near the bot-
tom, and decided for my own
safety I’d best come back up.”

Phil went in for skydiving
for awhile, but gave it up after
a few jumps .  He sa id ,  “If
some th ing  goes wrong un-
derwater - your air regulator
goes bad or something -- you
can always come back to the
su r f ace .  But if your chu te
doesn’t work or you black out
while jumping,  you can’t get
back up to the plane ... you’re
go ing  nowhere  but down,
AND FAST.”

Sporting fisherman
Unlike some fishermen who

spend  more t ime s l eep ing
unde r  a t r ee  s i pp ing  beer
than ac tua l ly  haul ing  in the
fish, Phil and his fellow divers
prefer  to go down where the
fish a re ,  and hunt  them in
their own environment.

He said, “Some of the bass
f i shermen  get mad at us be-
cause they think we’re invad-
ing the i r  t e r r i t o ry .  But we
couldn’t care less about bass -
they swarm around so much
you can reach out and touch
them. We go after the bottom
game fish like carp, buffalo,
shad and s tu rgeon .  Of ten
though, we tell hard luck bass
fishermen where the big ones
are.”

When f i sh ing ,  Phil never
goes below 50 feet. “The fish

How’d they get that number?

Roll out the, ah, 42 gallon barrel
Van Syckle’s barrel held an

hones t  42 ga l l ons .  Why he
chose  the  f i gu re  no one
knows, but suddenly the dif-
ferent  size barre ls  in the oil
fields began to disappear.  The
42-gallon barrel  was becom-
ing the standard size for the
oil industry.

Bu t , a s l a t ea s  1871, the
Titusvi l le  Daily Courier was
reporting production figures
us ing  a 43 -ga l lon  ba r r e l .
Other oil statistics around the
ear ly  1870’s were based on
42-, 45-, and 46-gallon barrels.

The 42-gal lon ba r r e l  was
given a boost in 1872 when, at
a s e s s ion  of the Counc i l  of
P roduce r s ,  a resolut ion  was
passed to telegraph exporters
concerning shut-in wells.

The resolution said in part
that the execu t ive  o f f i ce r s
should “. . . telegraph to some
of the l ead ing  expor t e r s  in
New York City an emphat ic
denial of said repor ts  (of re-
suming production)  until 30
days have expi red;  also that
we will have $5.00 per barrel
of 42 ga l lons  for our c rude
oil.”

Herring standard
Help in es tabl ishing  stan-

dards for measurement  usu-
ally comes from government,
but for the petroleum indus-
try there was little help. The
federa l  government  did es-
tablish as law that all herring
barrels  should const i tute  42
gallons, but there was nothing
said about oil barrels.

Yet, the government  did rec-
ognize the 42-gallon barrel as
being standard, if not legal. In
several  reports published by
the U.S. Geographical Survey
in the 1890’s,  the 42-gal lon
barrel  was used for comput-
ing oil reserve figures.

Today, the 42-gallon barrel
is f i rmly  en t r enched  in the
U.S. as the s tandard  unit of
measurement for petroleum,
while the 31-gallon barrel is
the standard for ale and beer.
In several states,  statutes de-
fine a barrel  d i f fe ren t ly .  Il-
linois defines a barrel of fer-
mented liquor as 31 gallons,
but makes  no men t ion  of a
standard for oil.

Because the barrel is a var-
iable unit ,  f ede ra l  s t a tu t e s
impos ing  exc i se  t axes  on
gasoline, lubricating oils, and
on impor t s  of c rude  oil and
derivatives, put the tax on the
gallon, not on the barrel.

Though large volumes of oil
are gauged by the barrel, this
measu r ing  stick of the pet-
ro l eum indus t ry  that  once
domina ted  the landscape  of
oil fields can hardly be found
a round  a well today .  It has
been replaced by thousands
of miles of pipelines and vol-
uminous  t anke r s  and tank
farms.

Thanks go to Mickey Dr iver ,
editor of the E and P publication,
Pecten who researched and wrote
this article.

barrel of oil? Since there were
no s tandard  size barre ls ,  no
one knew.

In Drake ’ s  day,  a round
I860,- one could find l a rge
quantities of barrels  ranging
in capacity from 31¥2 gallons
to 45 ga l l ons .  Thus ,  the
number of gallons-per-barrel
became the definition sought.
But, somewhat like today, oil
men were reluctant  to agree
with each other.

Some said  an oil ba r r e l
should be 36 gallons, like the
bee r  ba r r e l .  Some said  it
should be 31 ¥2 ga l lons ,  like
the wine barre l .  Still o thers
thought the barrel should hold
42 ga l lons ,  like the he r r ing
ba r r e l .  Most ba r r e l s  of the
day held 40 gallons.  At least
the oil men all agreed  that a
gallon was the Queen Anne
measurement of 231 cubic in-
ches .  They  had to. It was
adopted as the legal standard
by the U.S. Senate in 1830.

Realizing that the oil barrel
lacked a def in i t ion ,  oil men
changed their production and
marketing figures to gallons.
When f i gu re s  were given in
barrels,  there was usually no
reference  to the size or cap-
acity.

Van Syckle’s barrel
Samuel Van Syckle is cre-

dited with making the f i r s t
barrels specifically for use in
transporting and storing oil in
1865. His cooperage plant was
located at Miller Farm, near
Titusville.

Th ink ing  she had a new
angle on mater ia l  shor tages
and the  ene rgy  c r i s i s ,  a
young, female journalist with
Time magazine recently asked
the American  Pet ro leum In-
st i tute  (API) in Washington,
D.C., “if this coun t ry  uses
seventeen-million barrels  of
oil a day, why isn’t t he re  a
barrel shortage?”

Like a lot of people today,
the journa l i s t  was th ink ing
that a barre l  of oil is simply
the amount of oil it would take
to fill one of those roads ide
park metal  d rums ;  the ones
that are a lways  full of beer
cans, dirty paper towels, and
greasy chicken bones.

Today, barrels are not used
for transporting and storing
oil as they were in 1859. That’s
when Colonel Edwin L. Drake
s tar ted  the U.S. oil indust ry
boom on Oil C reek  nea r
Titusville, Pa.

Drake, who drilled the first
U.S. well specifically looking
for oil, used the most handy

conta iners  he could find for
t ransport ing  and s tor ing  his
oil. The containers  were bar-
r e l s  commonly  used  for
t r anspo r t i ng  wine ,  bee r ,
whiskey,  c ider ,  and other li-
quids.

These ba r re l s  were made
out of wood, mainly oak, and
were liquid tight. The sides of
the ba r r e l s ,  ca l l ed  s t aves ,
were strips of wood bound to-
ge the r  by metal  or wooden
hoops. Skilled workers known
as coopers  made the bar re l s
by hand  for  hundreds  of
years,  and today barrel mak-
ing is still called cooperage
(cask making).

No standard barrel
The barrel quickly became

the un ive r sa l  me thod  of
t r anspor t ing  oil, and it also
became the universal  unit of
oil measurement  for produc-
tion and marketing purposes.

Al though deba t ab l e ,  this
may have been the first mis-
take made by oil men. Jus t
how much oil was there  in a



MILEAGE MARATHON
Unlike last year, no world records were set in

the Research Lab Recreation Club’s MILEAGE
MARATHON, but the turnout was one of the best
ever, and the weather great. The MILEAGE
MARATHON has been a Wood River tradition
since 1939, but the 1974 event may have been the
last one to be held here, as this lab is being con-
solidated with the new Houston Complex next
year.
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Ben Visser, swashbuckling pilotforthe
Da-go -s low team of V isser -Van
Benthusysen-Barker (and families),
stands by as their colorful 1963 Fiat is
weighed in.

It s last minute fine-tune time by Jim
Hokanson on the car entered by him
and Ken Crawford.

With Doug Carlson at the
wheel and Rich Trokey in
the chase car, their fairly
normal  looking ‘68 Fiat
Spider coasts along the
scenic River Road.one of a kind

It helps mileage? Dave Trumpy (right)
queries Leo Ensz about the mileage and
performance effects of the fuel injection
system on Leo’s 1964 Corvette.

From page one . . .

E. B. Gillis is
around the refinery since E.B.
Gi l l i s  c l imbed  aboa rd .  He
said, “When I came here there
were only two tanks in North
Property.  There was no such
thing as the Southwest Crude
Farm.

“ In  f ac t ,  H ighway  111
wasn’t Highway  111. It was
Edwardsville  Road, and that
was the most direct way to get
f rom Wood R ive r  to Ed-
wardsv i l l e .  The road went
south only far enough to get
past  our r e f ine ry  and then
swung east.  Where 111 goes
south past the r e f ine ry  and
where our crude farm is now
was all “Grassy Lake” back in
those days -- a marsh.

“Man, there was some duck
hunting out there!  When you
were  on midn igh t s  dur ing ,
duck  s ea son ,  at  dawn  it
sounded like an army in full
battle out there.”

He continued.  “The rabbit
and quail hunting was pretty
good west of the refinery too.
Where our new asphalt  tanks
are and where the Anlin plant
is, I got my day’s ‘limit’ many

a time.”
Safety record

Safety has been an impor-
t an t  pa r t  o fE .  B.’s She l l
career and he’s mighty proud
of the Resea rch  Lab’s ten
million plus safe manhours .
He said “I’m honored to have
been one of the six lab men to
have worked here during the
entire course of the record.”

Honored he should be. E. B.
has played an important role
in safety consciousness at the
lab, being a chief sa fe ty  in-
doc t r i na to r  for new emp-
loyees. E. B. said, “I think it’s
very important to start a new
employee off on the right foot
with s a f e ty .  We r ecogn ize
tha t  a new employee  has
enough problems just learn-
ing his way around,  let along
being ex t ra  a l e r t  to po ten-
t ial ly hazardous  s i tuat ions.
We encourage  them to ask
questions if they don’t know.
They needn’ t  be embar ra s -
sed.  I be l i eve  it’s worked
pretty well.”

Continue his visit
What of the fu tu re?  E. B.

will re t i re  December  1, but
plans to continue his “visit” to
the Wood River area. E. B. and
his w i f e ,  Hannah ,  will  be
ce l eb ra t i ng  the i r  own 45th
ann ive r sa ry  next July ,  and
plan to keep their East Alton
re s idence  wi th  pe rhaps
winter side trips to Florida or
some other warm climate. He
said, “Both Hannah and I are
a rden t  go l f e r s .  We’ll spend
most of the year playing loc-
ally with our many go l f i ng
friends,  but come winter ,  we
just may pack up the s t i cks
and head south.”

Does E. B. Gillis ever won-
der about  what would have
happened if, 45 years ago, he
wouldn’t  have v is i ted  Wood
River but kept to his plan of
go ing  on to s choo l?  “Of
course, you never know, but I
have  abso lu t e ly  no com-
p l a in t s ,  have  been  ve ry
happy,  and can’t say that I’d
do it any d i f f e r en t  if I had
ano the r  chance  to go back
home  in s t ead  of s t ay ing
here.”

IN REMEMBRANCE

WILLIAM  H. LEHR,  Sep-
t ember  12. Mr. Lehr was a
ya rdman  be fo re  r e t i r i ng  in
1963. He was 73.

ROSS SMILEY,  Sep tember
20. Mr. Smiley was a yardman
before  r e t i r ing  in 1957. He
was 82.

ROBERT WILLIAM LANGE,
October  5. Mr. Lange was an
operator-1  in Gas before re-
tiring March 1, 1974. He was
58.

FRANCIS J. MATHEWS, Oc-
tober  9. Mr. Ma thews  was a
field machinist helper 1st be-
fore ret i r ing  in 1959. He was
76.

BERTRAM REX SHANNON,
Sep tember  27. Mr. Shannon
was a carpenter 1st before re-
tiring in 1963. He was 70.

MICHAEL  M. LUKETICH,
October 2. Mr. Luketich was a
pipefitter  1st before retiring
in 1959. He was 79.

PARKER LEE TEASLEY, Oc-
tober  14. Mr. Teas ley  was a
pipefitter 1st before retiring
in 1967. He was 60.

ORVILLE JOHN ES-
PENSCHIED, October  3. Mr.
Espenschied was a yardman
be fo re  r e t i r i ng  in 1962. He
was 77.

W’ILLARD ROOSEVELT
McKEAN,  Oc tobe r  15. Mr.
McKean was a janitor 1st be-
fore retiring in 1965. He was
71.
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